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http://www.kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk/
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Kirkstall
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0113 3821960 




Thursday 19th March 2020

RE: Covid-19

Dear Parents and/or Carers,
Following yesterday’s announcements about the closure of schools to most pupils, we have put together a pack to help support you in the home education of your child/children over the coming weeks. We have included: an exercise book (or the child’s existing homework book), a pen, a pencil and a ruler. School work, ideas and a large list of educational websites have also been added to a new page on our website, from the main page you can then access a page for each year group. It may be accessed here:

	https://www.kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk > Our School> School Closure Advice

	https://www.kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk/page.php?id=11009
The Quick Response (QR) code to the right will take you directly to the page on the website, if you have a QR reader on your phone or tablet. 
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It is our intention that any document, or work can be viewed online on a smart phone, tablet or computer and the children can do their written responses in the exercise books provided. We do not expect worksheets to be printed out. Additional work may be added to the website over time. Please note, should the schools close for an extended period of time, we will not mark work completed on return to school. However, certificates will be awarded for pupils who have demonstrated an excellent attitude towards home learning- evidenced in books. 

Please see an exemplar timetable overleaf for what a home school learning day could look like- should the household be healthy enough. This has been put together solely as a guide or to help support parents in putting together a structured day, please feel free to adapt as per the needs of your family and your personal situation. Learning should not become a battle- that will only increase stresses on family life (and the current situation is already worrying enough). Please do what you can but do not beat yourself up if it doesn’t pan out as you intend. Remember- spending time with loved ones, reading a nice novel together and talking about topics of interest are all valuable experiences too!
Example timetable:
	Time
	Activity
	Details

	8:45
	Be Prepared
	Spend 15 minutes ensuring you are ready to start work at 9:00. Get dressed, have a healthy snack and brush your teeth!

	9:00-9:40
	Academic Work- e.g. Maths
	Follow work set by class teacher (see website)

	9:40-10:00
	Quiet Reading
	Read a book of choice

	10-10:30
	Physical Activity or Spiritual Reflection
	Exercise Inside or Outside- e.g. walk, run, skip, do a Yoga or Dance DVD, or explore the Optional Prayer Activities on the website. 

	10:30-10:45
	Free time
	

	10:45-11:30
	Academic Work- e.g. Reading/Writing
	Follow work set by class teacher (see website)

	11:30-12:15
	Creative Time
	Drawing, colouring, lego construction, baking, cooking, paint a picture, salt dough, play dough

	12:15-1:00
	Lunch & Rest
	

	1-1:30
	House hold chore
	Directed by the parent- could you help clean? Tidy? Dust or polish? Vacuum?

	1:30-2:15
	Life Skill
	Supervised activity: Use this opportunity to learn a life skill, e.g. tie shoe laces, tell the time, read a timetable, cook, sew a button on, knit, calculate money/a bill, plait hair, learn where countries are on a map, learn a new language

	2:15-2:45
	Physical Activity
	Exercise Inside or Outside- e.g. walk, run, skip, do a Yoga or Dance DVD

	2:45-3:30
	Puzzles and Games
	Sudoku, word searches, cross words, dot to dots, board games, brain teasers


At Kirkstall St Stephen’s we would like to wish you all the best in these challenging times and hope you all stay safe and healthy. Thank you as ever for your ongoing support, we have been overwhelmed by the messages of support we have received. We look forward to seeing you all again once schools reopen.

Any updates regarding the future role and reopening of school will all be updated on the website page detailed overleaf.
Yours Faithfully

Miss Barnett

Deputy Head Teacher
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