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Friday 15th May 2020

RE: Newsletter

Dear Parents & Carers,

As you know, schools may reopen on/from 1st June to reception, year 1 and year 6 pupils if the government thinks it’s safe to do so. We’re currently creating an action plan for our phased reopening which we’ll share the relevant information with you as soon as possible so you know what the school’s reopening will look like in practice. Alongside the action plan will be a thorough risk assessment to ensure school is doing everything within its power to keep all members of our school community safe. 

It’s a very unsettling time for us all, but rest assured that we’re going to be doing everything we can to make sure we’re ready to receive these year groups if it’s safe for our school to reopen in the coming weeks. However, we’re not going to be pressuring anyone to send their children to school, since you know your children and personal situation best. We’ll keep you updated with all our preparations for making sure the school is as safe as possible, so you can make an informed decision.

Phone Calls:

Our teachers have been telephoning our pupils families to check on their wellbeing this week, and it’s been wonderful to hear to vast range of activities you have been doing.  If you’ve not had your call yet, please look out for it next week. 
KSS Challenges:
I have been blown away by the many Science experiments you have been doing at home! I must admit- I was slightly nervous that we might not get any entries this week, but I needn’t have been. I’ve loved reading all about the fun you have had too, it’s got me thinking about what should happen in my next Science week when everything is back to normal! Please find this week’s video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsFEEVDpjl8
The next KSS Challenge is ‘To carry out a random act of kindness’. This is because it is Mental health awareness week on the 18-24th of May the theme this year is 'kindness'. 

The challenge this week will involve two parts/options –

1) To carry out a random act of kindness 

2) To write a kind message to yourself

There will be a ‘kindness voucher’ available for you to record your good deed alongside the learning packs on the table underneath the bike shelter outside school (it is also available to download from our website: our school, school closure, acts of kindness). There will also be a rainbow coloured post-box for you to pop your completed vouchers in! If you would prefer- you can send in your random act of kindness via email to ksschallenge@kirkstallss.net. We will display some of them on the notice board for everyone to see, along with our usual KSS challenge video. Good luck!

New Home Learning Packs:
The new pack will again be placed under the bike shelter from Monday 18th May and these will run for 2 weeks. In addition to the class resources there is also the next Timestable Rockstars pack which develops the knowledge of the 6, 7, 8 and 10 timestables. Please remember to only take one stapled booklet per child. 

Newsletters:
I was sorry to hear that some parents have had difficulty opening some of the newsletters sent out by school. To try and ensure we overcome these difficulties, we will now be sending them out in both word and PDF formats. If you think you have missed out on some of the newsletters from school in recent weeks, please find them on the school website under:
Our School > School Closure Advice> School Letters, or the following link:

https://kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk/page.php?id=11103 
Thank You!
Lastly, yet another thank you! Thank you so much for the great amount of support you have shown throughout this crisis, but especially throughout the last week. We know many of you are feeling anxious about the reopening of school and it means a great deal to know our families have been asking after and thinking about our staff during this time. 

Take care, stay safe and hopefully we’ll see you soon
Best Wishes

Miss Barnett

Deputy Head Teacher
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