[image: Africa: Countries and Sub-Sarahan Afrcia | HISTORY.com - HISTORY][image: Image]  Our School Trip Exciting news! We are planning a trip! Our trip is booked for Friday 20th March. We will be going to 'The Little Sing'- a superb yearly performance for Key Stage One children at Pudsey Civic Hall. 'The Little Sing' is a live musical performance which aims to be immersive and allows the children to all be involved, too.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A class visitor: On 23rd March (as a delayed celebration of World Wildlife Day) we will have a visitor bringing a range of exotic creatures into school.   

Personal & Social Development, wellbeing & cultural diversity
Our topic in PSHE is ‘feelings’. We will naming different feelings (including good and not-so-good feelings), recognising that people may feel differently about the same situation. We will also be thinking about managing different types of feelings. 

Language, Literacy & communication
We will be reading stories with repeating patterns the first part of this half term and then move on to poems about the senses and finally looking at letters (if we have time, this may stretch to next half term).
Maybe you could: Practice as much phonics as possible through games, for example Phonics Bloom online has some excellent free games. 
Physical Development
We have specialist PE teachers on a Tuesday. Tuesday will now be our PE day. We will be learning how to find space, send and receive a ball or piece of equipment. 
Maybe you could: Practice catching, throwing and hitting skills with a ball.
Mathematical Development
We will begin this half term looking at place value to 50. Our focus will be saying what numbers are ‘made up’ of- for instance how many tens and how many ones- e.g. 15 is made of one ten and five extra ones. 
Maybe you could: Practice counting forwards and backwards to 50. Flashcard numbers to 50 to ensure they can read these. Also know how many tens and ones make any number to 50 (this is essential knowledge).
Homework, spelling and reading:
Well done for completing your homework and spellings. We still have weekly arithmetic and spelling tests, we are looking for scores of around 7+ in each to help inform our assessments later in the year.
Creative development
This half term our DT unit is freestanding structures. We will be designing and improving a free standing structure during our lessons.
Maybe you could: Discuss if objects at home, at the park etc are free standing or not (they stand without being attached to anything else)
Knowledge & Understanding of the world
We will learn that Africa is a continent rather than a country, and learn about the diverse countries within Africa. We will learn the points on a compass. 
Maybe you could: Learn about a country in Africa.
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It was so lovely to see all of you back on Monday, hope you had a wonderful half term!
This half term our topic is the continent of ‘Africa’- one of the main concepts that the children will learn is that Africa is huge and diverse- most importantly that IS NOT A COUNTRY. You may hear your child say this lots! 
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