
Year 5 Newsletter 

Our History Topic this half term is the Vikings. 
Our enquiry question is: 

What can we learn from the raids and invasions by 
Vikings in Anglo-Saxon Britain?  

We will be learning about when and where the Vikings 
came from and why they invad-
ed Britain. We will also be learn-
ing about various Anglo-Saxon 
kings and how successful they 
were. We will also study how 
the Vikings shaped Britain. 

In writing, we are learning how to write 
arguments. We have discussed what fea-
tures effective written arguments use and 
have developed these skills in lessons. We 
are building up to pupils answering the fol-
lowing question.  

 

Would you rather be a super-
hero or a witch/wizard?   
  

Welcome back to all children and parents in Year 5! We hope you have had a lovely half term 
break. 

This newsletter outlines some of the things we are studying this half term and ideas for how to 
support your child at home. We hope you find it useful and please let us know if you have any 
questions. 

From Mr Malley, Miss Daniels and Miss Marshall.  

Writing 

You could try: 

• Visiting the museums in 
Leeds to explore History.  

• Researching the topic at home 
using the internet and books. 
Make sure you share your 
findings with the class! 

You could try: 

• Creating a persuasive argument at home 
about a topic that you want change in. 
This could be your own life or a wider glob-
al issue.  

Maths 
In Maths, we will be learning about 
fractions.  

 

In these lessons, we will be learning 
about equivalent fractions, mixed 
numbers, improper fractions and add-
ing fractions with a value greater than 
one. 

We will also continue to boost our 
times tables recall with weekly      
practices and tests.  

You could try: 

• Practicing Times Tables Rockstars 
and other Times Tables Games 

• Playing on ‘Daily 10’. A free game 
on the top marks website which 
helps you practice various Mental 
Maths skills. 

https://www.kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk/


In year 5, we have been developing our 
English skills in a daily carousel. This 
daily rotation of activities means we are 
able to focus on; handwriting, reading, 
spelling and punctuation and grammar 
across the week.  

 

Our class book remains Wolf Wilder by 
Katherine Rundell. The class (and myself 
included) are gripped by this story and 
we can’t wait to find out where the story 
is going to take us!  

PE 

Homework will be set every Friday and due in the following Friday. 

Each week the children will have: 

• Maths 

• Reading at least four times a week 

• Spelling Practice 

• Creative homework ideas (optional) 

 

The children should record their reading in their homework diaries. Pupils who continue to do so will 
be rewarded! Diaries will be checked on a Monday.  

Homework and Spellings 

English Carousel 

We are studying 
‘Living things and their habi-
tats’ this half term. We will be 
learning about reproduction in 
both plants and animals. We 
will also be learning about life 
cycles and comparing life cy-
cles of amphibians, insects 
and mammals. 

You could try: 

• Creating a sto-
ry map of our 
class book so 
far.  

• Write a diary 
entry as one of 
the characters.  

• Create a new 
front cover to 
the book. 

Science 
PE days are Monday and Tues-
day this year. 

This half term, Mr Malley will 
teach fitness on a Monday. 
MVMNT will teach dodgeball on 
a Tuesday.  

 

You could try: 

• Research Jane Goodall and create a poster about  
your findings. 

• Plan and conduct your own experiment on plants. 


