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Welcome back Year 3! We hope you have all had a lovely half term break. 

This term we are going to be studying a Geography Topic on a non European country:  

Canada. We will be using atlases to understand Earth’s features before we research and 

learn key facts about Canada. We will spend time analysing and comparing Canada’s 

physical and human features in contrast to our own to build an appreciation for the world 

we live in. Remember to stay up to date with our class on Dojo. If you ever need any help, 

have any questions or would like to give us additional information about your child, please 

don’t hesitate to speak to us after school or ring the office to make an appointment. 

Our focus in English will begin by looking at recounts, using the story ‘Diary of a 

Killer Cat.’ We will be focusing on using emotive language and revising past tense 

suffixes and adverbs to create structure.  

In Science, we will be exploring Forces and Magnets: we will revisit what we know from 

forces and materials in Year 2, before we then investigate how friction works through inves-

tigation, observe how magnets behave and identify which materials are magnetic and why. 

Reading is as important as ever in Year 3 and our phonics scheme will help us consolidate our 

previous Year 2 learning and current Year 3 spelling patterns. We encourage children to read at 

home as much as possible and bring their book and signed reading record in daily.  

In Love to Read, we will be reading ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ in line with our Canada topic, as 

well as ‘An Interview with a Shark’ by Andy Seed and Nick East, which engages us in non-

fiction and how speech is used.  

In Maths this half term, we will be learning how to add and subtract 3-digit numbers using the 

column method. Please look at our calculation policy for how it is set out and help your child 

by ensuring they set it out just as they would at school. Moreover, we will focus on writing 

and calculating mathematical statements for multiplication and division  by using and learn-

ing new multiplication tables in Year 3: 2s, 5s, 10s, 3s, 4s and 8s. Please use Times Tables  

Rockstars as much as possible at home to learn times tables. 

Our big question in RE is ‘What does it mean to be a Sikh?’ 

https://www.kirkstall-st-stephens.leeds.sch.uk/


PE this half term is on Monday and Friday. Please wear your school PE kit on these 

days — plain red t-shirt, navy shorts or trousers and  black trainers or pumps. Please 

do NOT wear non school uniform logo jumper/hoody, your normal school jumper is 

fine. Monday’s lesson will focus on games—Dodgeball and on Wednesday we will be 

doing dance.   

Please ensure your child comes to school with a clean water bottle, a jumper and wa-

terproof coat for those rainy days. 

Year 3 homework will be sent out every week on Wednesday and should be re-

turned by the following Wednesday. We will review homework and spelling 

patterns in class, and give children the opportunity to practise the skills learnt at 

school that week, at home, so that you as their parent/carer can see their progress. 

In Design and Technology this half term, our focus will be to create our own Christ-

mas cards...using sliders and levers to create a sensory experience for you to enjoy! 

In Music this half term, we will be introducing and using the Glockenspiel. 
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